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to make a large contribution to the region's economic future. Its
main asset lies then in the primary products of agriculture and
stockbreeding. Here the adverse effects of a limited and seasonal
rainfall are reinforced by the persistence of antiquated farming
methods and systems of land-tenure, comparable with those of
Western Europe in the Middle Ages. As a result, production falls
far below the standards of more advanced agricultural countries.
It was estimated before the war that, except for the Jews of Pales-
tine, the average male agricultural worker produced only about
one-fifth of the goods produced by his counterpart in Britain, and
that the individual's share in the national income of these countries
(again excluding Jewish Palestine) was also only about one-fifth of
that of Britain, though still in excess of over-populated India and
China.1
An important cause of the poverty of the rural masses is the
inequitable distribution of land in most of the Middle Eastern
countries, where a small number of wealthy landowners own a
large proportion of the land, and there are thousands or millions of
dwarf-holders, tenants, and landless labourers. 'In Egypt in 1933
39 per cent, of the land was held in large estates by 0.6 per cent, of
the total number of owners, while no less than two-thirds of the
owners held an average of only two-fifths of an acre each. Such
minute holdings could hardly be economically sound, even if
devoted to intensive vegetable and fruit production and aided by
co-operative societies for marketing the produce, which is not the
case. . . . With few exceptions, those who have absolute or here-
ditary titles to any considerable area of land are, to all intents,
absentee landlords. . . . The landlord is a receiver of rent in cash or
kind; he may even sell the right of collecting the rent to the highest
bidder, with obvious consequences to his unfortunate tenants; con-
sciously or unconsciously, he is in effect an exploiter of the land and
and the whole of Sa'udi Arabia, and a half-share with British interests in the
rich Kuwait oilfield, as well as their share in the Iraq Petroleum Co. In
December 1946 the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co., hitherto under exclusive British
control, conceded to two American companies 'substantial quantities of crude
oil over a period of years'. It is proposed that to this end a new pipeline should
be built to the Mediterranean, in addition to the existing Iraq Petroleum Co,
line and the projected line of the Arabian-American Oil Co. Russia twenty
years ago had a concession in North Persia which was never developed and
lapsed; her demand for a concession covering most of North Persia was rejected
by the Persian parliament in 1947. France has a quarter-share in the Iraq
Petroleum Co.
1 See tables in Bonne, op. cit.